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"A geisha* s success is dependent upon her
accomplishments even more than on her physical
attractiveness/5 concluded Mr. Kubo. ""VThy, we
have one geisha in Shimbashi who is fifty-nine
years old!"
Fifty-nine years old! I decided that the
house of this famed geisha^ Aiyakko, would be the
one to visit. Despite Mr. Kubo's lack of enthu-
siasm over the idea, for Aiyakko is a noted gad-
about, he gave me the address and I set out for the
Suehiroya, or folding-fan. As I left I passed the
entrance counter where ShimbashFs 800 gisba
have their names listed, each on a wooden tag.
The tags ate turned face to the wall when the
girls are occupied.
Aiyakko was not in, but a charming, tittering,
young miss asked if there were anything she could
do. Aiyakko> she stated, never came in before
dressing time. "Anyway, mother doesn't like to
talk to people unless she has had some sake to
drink," explained the young lady who was her
daughter. I expressed willingness to bring safa^
but the daughter, Tsuruko, replied that her mother
would never drink except when working* In
fact, she never even talks to her daughters very
much* She did not add that perhaps mother was
just a good business woman and didn't see why